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The maait who occupied the outhouse of the bunglow Eashwar 
has moved into, seems like a kind and gentle soul. But he's also 
albit strange. 

‘1 was not until the bully at Eashwar’s new schoo! makes life 
‘hell for hum that Eashwar realises there's more to the maali than 
meets the eye. Stranger stil is the fact that 
‘no one seems to know the maaii’s real 
‘name. For he is. 


Watch out for 
this new serial, 
packed with 
suspense and 
excitement, 
beginning in 
November! 
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“My wife has lost her credit card.” 
“Have you informed the bank?” 
“No! It works fine this way. That “Raju, today is your first 

person is spending far less!” day in school. What do_you 

want to do?” 





“Doctor! How can I ever 
repay you for saving my life?” 
“Cheque or cash!” 


“| went to a movie last night, but 
left after Part |." 

“Why was that?” 

“The programme said ‘Part Il ~ 
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“Can I rely on this 
parachute?" 

“Don’t you worry. You can’ 
always exchange it, if it 
doesn't work!” 








“Have you anything to offer the court 
before a sentence is passed on you?” 

“No, my Lord! My lawyer took my 
last rupee.” 


'S. ARUN, Std. X, K.V.Picket, 
Secunderabad. 
ar Arun, We need. 


ARVIND NARASIMHAN, 
Mumbai 
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They walked down a long corridor inside - 
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alayadhwaja, the Pandya king 

ruled from Madurai." He and his 

queen Kanchanamata longed for a 

child. On the advice of their guru, they per- 

formed the PuthraKameshti Yaga‘ and prayed 
to God that they be blessed with a chi 

At the final moment otjoffering, 2 


miracle happened. The holy fire 
blazed brilliantly and out of it 
came a sweet little child. 


Malayadhwaja and Kanchanamala were 

stunned, The radiant and lovely litle git 

came running towards them. The golden 

anklets on her tiny feet tinkled. 

Malayadhwaja picked her up gently and 

embraced her. He named her Meenakshi. 
Kanchanamala too was over joyed. 

Years passed. The litle princess 

grew up to be a beautiful, 

young gir. Malayadhwaja 

spoke to his queen. 





“Kanchana, look at our beautiful child. She 
will one day be queen of the Pandya 
Kingdom. Itis our duty to teach her all the 
skils required to be an able and just ruler.” 
Does she not look like Goddess Parvathi? 
We are blessed indeed.” 


rincess Meenakshi learnt to ride a 
horse, mount an elephant and wield 
‘a sword, She learnt the art of gov- 





ering the state and the science of warfare. 

When Malayadhwaja died, Meenakshi 
ascended the throne. She was crowned as 
the queen of Madurai. Meenakshi pos- 
sessed all the qualities that a ruler sould 
have. The citizens of Madurai were very 
‘proud of their warrior princess. They lived 
a happy, prosperous and peaceful fe un- 
der her rule. 

Like any other mother, Kanchanamala 
too wanted her daughter to be married. She 


often thought to herself, “Meenakshi is no 
ordinary woman. Who would be a suitable 
husband for her? Where can I find a 
husband who is equal to her in all 
respects?” She prayed to Lord Siva and 
‘sought his blessings. 

Meenakshi however, had her own plans, 
‘She spoke to her mother. “I am the queen 
of the Pandya kingdom. It is my duty to 
‘conquer. | have decided to lead our army 
through the path of victory. The 
Pandya Kingdom should not be 
confined to the Southern tip of 
Bharat. We shall march in all 
directions and conquer as many 
kingdoms before reaching the 
Himalayas...” 
=| At this point, Kanchanamala 

interrupted. “My dear child, 
Himalayas is the abode of Lord Siva. 
You cannot possibly fight him...” 

Meenakshi just laughed and 

exclaimed ‘Why not?” 


‘nan auspicious day, a great, 

big army comprising of 

thousands of soldiers, 
horses, elephants and chariots 
‘gathered on the outskirts of Madurai. 
Meenakshi, dressed in armour was 
‘seated majestically on a chariot, 
Women warriors surrounded her! 
‘The army began its march to the 
‘sounds of trumpets and drums. 

“Meenakshi emerged victorious wherever 
‘she went. She conquered many a kingdom, 
big and small Every king she fought wit, 
bowed down to her and accepted defeat. 
Such was her valour, The army then 
proceeded North. 

On reaching the foot hills of the 
Himalayas, the army pitched camp. 
Meenakshi waited for an appropriate 
moment to attack Kailas. 
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he Sivaganas were short, stout and 

weird looking. They were the 

attendants of Siva and stood guard 
over the Kailas mountains. On seeing 
Meenakshi, a woman, at the head of the 
army, the ganas were horrified. No one had 
dared to march an army so close to the 
Kailas - let alone a woman! They decided 
to attack. 

Meenakshi and her friends had a 
Wonderful time chasing the ganas 
\Wwho ran helter- skelter. At one point 

bad gave up and reported to Lord 














There is a woman leading an 
army consisting of men and women 
warriors. They are fighting like 
devils... help us” they cried, 

The Lord smiled. “Let me go in 
person to see this woman. She 
seems to be a brave queen” he said 

Lord Siva came out of his abode | / 
seated on Nandi’s back. Meenakshi 1B 
‘saw the Lord in all his glory, She was 
stunned by his beauty. “An ascetic! 
Yet 50 majestic!” she thought to 
herself. At that very second, she 
knew she had seen her Lord. The bow 
and arrow slipped from her hands 
and fell down on the floor of the 
chariot, Meenakshi, all along brave 
‘and majestic, now looked down and 
‘could not speak! 

The Lord spoke, “I shall come to 
‘Madurai to marry you.” 


‘twas time for the wedding. Kanchana- 
‘mala was overcome with happiness. 
She made all arrangements for the 
grandest of weddings. Hundreds of ele- 
phants stood outside the city to welcome 
the Devas, Kanchanamala herself was ready 
to receive the Lord - her son-in-law, 
Up North in Kailas, Indra, leader of the 








Devas spoke to Siva, "Meenakshiisa queen. 
itis not appropriate for you to goto Madurai 
dressed In tiger skins and adorned with 
snakes, You have to dress like a 
bridegroom,” 

Indra, Kubera and the other Devas 
helped the Lord to dress, Siva wore robes 
of silk, jewels studded with gems and a 
crown studded with rubies, emeralds and 
diamonds. He looked so handsome that 





they named him ‘Sundareswara’ 

‘The wedding took place amidst chanting 
of vedas. Brahma himself chanted the 
mantras. Maha Vishnu stood beside 
‘Meenakshi who looked stunningly beautiful, 
‘Lord Vishnu placed her hand inthe palm of 
Siva and blessed them, Meenakshi and Siva 
were married. 

‘Meenakshi ruled her kingdom for many 
‘years with her consort Lord Sundareswara. 

+ Anandhi 
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CARTOONS MADE EASY - 4 
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countries and 
their children 


For some of 
the primitive 
tribes, 
contact with 
modern 
people has 
tone more 
harm than 
good, 


JUST 
LET THEM BE 


[tis raining heavy in these parts ofthe beautiful Anda- 
man and Nicobar Islands. | sway and whoosh to the wind 
blowing from the sea and take a battering from the sky. My 
leaves and branches 
are soaked to their 
skins and turn a dark- 
er shade of green 
and brown. | have 
been like this for 
centuries ~ ever- 
green and lush. 
For the same 
reason humans 
call me evergreen 
‘and tropical forests 
of the Andamans. 

1am the 
abode of some of 
the most primi- 
tive tribes of the 
‘world; the aborig- 
ines inhabiting my 
islands have been 
here with me for 
centuries too. The 
Great Anda- 
manese, the Onges, 
the Jarawas, the Sentine- 
lese belonging to the Negrito 
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READING 
IS A JOY 


Did you read Aparna Chan- 
drasekhar’s question to Grandma 
Worm that appeared in the last issue 
of Gokulam (September 2002) and 
Grandma Worm's answer for it? 

Reading is the best way of spending 
time usefully. Books are your friends 
friends for ever. 

Here's what you have todo. Write a 
“book review’ fora book that you have 
read and enjoyed the most. Tell us why 

you liked it so much, 

Top four reviews 
£4} will be published in the 

December 2002 issue 

of Gokulam and will 

receivea cashaward of 
Rs.100/- each. 





+ Your review must 
not exceed 10 - 12 sentences. 

4 Mention the title of the book and 
the name of its author. 

+ Attach a xerox copy of the wrapper 
of the book. 

+ Mention ‘book review contest” on 
the envelope 

# Last Date : 25.10.2002 

+ For school going children only. 

+ Give all details of name, age, class, 
school, residential address and a decta 
ration that your contribution is original 

+ The editor's decision is final. 


race and the Nicobarese and Shompens 
belonging to the Mongoloid race are all 
nature's children like me 

itis a treat to see the children of the 
Negrito race with their dark curly hair 
and dark smooth skin 

| see them being born under my roof 
and grow up foraging for food. | see 
them hunt wild boars and other animals, 
fish in the clear seas or gather the food 
| offer in my vast forests. | see even chil- 
<ren using bows and arrows expertly for 
hunting, and harpoons for fishing. Along 
with their mothers the children go col- 
lecting fruits, berries and nuts, Some of 
them wear nothing except bark and shell 
necklaces, arm bands and waist bands, 
‘Some wear petticoats made of leaves. 

\ have seen the little boy there along 
with his parents eat fish, roots, fruits, 
tubers and a variety of marin life. Some 
of them cultivate vegetables. OF late, | 
have seen a few poultry farms too. 

All children, male or female undergo 
puberty rites. Most children by the time 
they reach 6-10 years are given away 
by their parents to another family in 
adoption.Earlier when aeroplanes 
droned past in the blue skies, children 
rushed to a clearing with eyes squint- 
ing, to catch a glimpse ofthe silver bird’. 
‘Now they are familiar with some of the 
noises of modernity as more and more 
settlers throng the islands. 






Living in remote corners of the is- 
lands or on the coast, my tribal friends 
shied away from outsiders foriong. They 


were hostile to them and some of them 
still are. So only | know how they live. 
While some tribes'still lead a nomadic, 
primitive life, some others have been 
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influenced by modernity. 

They have been induced to make 
contact with the outsiders who leave 
behind gifts of bananas or coconuts for 
them. This happens every full moon day, 
hich is the day of celebration for them. 
Slowly some of the tribes have become 
friendly with the outsiders and even seek 
medical assistance from them. There is 
also a primary school functioning at the 
Dugong Creek settlement of the Onges 
tribe. Some Nicobarese hold jobs in Gov- 
‘ernment or private companies. 

Some of my tribal frends live in puc- 
cahuts, while those like the Sentinelese, 
Who are stil hostile to outsiders, build 
‘only temporary wind breakers as 
shelters along the coast. 

For some of the prim- 
itive tribes, contact with 


‘modern people has 
done more harm than good 
Their population is declining 
fast due to several com- 
municable dis- 
eases they 
contracted 


from the outsiders. Fewer children are 

























being born nowadays. You have to be- 
lieve me when | say that there are less 
than 50 Great Andamanese tribe people 
now, compared to the thousands who 
lived in the last century. 

Only if people stop interfering with 
them, trying to change their lives, can 
they be protected. | am their home. | 
have taken care of them and they of me. 
They never set fire to me or cut me 
down. Nothing would hurt my little trib- 
al friends more than cutting my trees 
‘down, They are very friendly with me and 
all of nature, They believe | am 


the abode of their spirits __ 


and the spirits of their 
ancestors whom they 


hold sacred. 
Just let them be. 
~ Radhika Sasankh 
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‘TEXT AND ILLUSTRATIONS: 
‘PRASAD IYER 


CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT A CREATURE THAT IS AS LONG AS FIVE BUSES 
[LAID END TO END AND WEIGHING AS MUCH AS THIRTY FULL-CROWN 

[ELEPHANTS EXISTS ON OUR EARTH? YES, 1F1S TRUE! THAT CREATURE 

15 THE BLUE WHALE ~ THE LARGEST CREATURE EVER TO HAVE LIVED ON 

‘THE FACE OF THIS EARTH. INDEED, SO BIG IS THE BLUE WHALE THAT ITS 
‘TONGUE WEIGHS AS MUCH AS A FULL-GROWN ELEPHANT AND ITS. 
'MEART IS AS BIG AS A MOTOR CAR! IT NEW-BORN BABY* CAN 

‘BE 6 METRES (0 FEET) IN LENGTH AND WEIGHS AS MUCH AS 
‘AFULL-GROWN HIPPOPOTAMUS! YET THIS GENTLE. 


{TIS ALSO ONE OF THE NoISIEST 
(CREATURES ON EARTH AND ITS 

CRY CAN HE LOUDER THAN THE 

SOUND OF A JET-ENGINE. SINCE 

‘SOUND TRAVELS BETTER THROUGH WATER THAN THROUGH AIR, 
‘THE NOISES MADE BY A BLUE WHALE CAN BE HEARD FROM ACROSS 
ADISTANCE OF ALMOST A 100 KILOMETRES! 


AL-CHOUGM WHALES RESEMBLE FISH, THEY AKE ACTUALLY MAMMALS = 
‘TE SAME AS HUMAN BEINGS, WHICH MEANS THAT THEY ARE WARM: 
NLOODED AND GIVE BIRTH TO LIVE OFFSPRING. 





ANOTHER AMAZING FACT ABOUT 
WHALES 1S THAT THEIR DISTANT 
ANCESTOR WAS A LAND-DWELLING 
[ANIMAL ABOUT THE SIZE OF 4 DOG! 
‘THIS ANIMAL TOOK. TO WATER 

[AND AFTER MILLIONS OF YEARS OF 
EVOLUTION TURNED INTO CREATURES 
WE NOW KNOW AS WHALES. 





TAMABY WHALES KNOWN AS A CALF"; FEMALE WHALES ARE CALLED, 
“COWS” AND FULL-GROWN MALES ARE KNOWN AS “BULLS”. 
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WHALES BELONG TO THE GROUP OF SEA CREATURES 
‘CALLED CETACEANS. THIS GROUP ALSO INCLUDES DOLPHINS 
‘AND PORPOISES, THERE ARE 7 DIFFERENT SPECIES OF 
DOLPHINS AND 6 OF PORFOISES, 

ALTHOUGH WHALES LIVE IN WATER, 

‘THEY HAVE LUNGS AND NOT GILLS. SO THEY 

MUST BREATHE UNDISSOLVED 

‘AIR JUST LIKE HUMANS AND BOTTLENOSE 

OTHER LAND-BASED CREAT: o1pHN 

‘URES, BUT UNLIKE HUMAN, 

BEINGS, THEIR NOSTRILS, 

CALLED BLOW-HOLES, ARE 

LOCATED ON TOP OF 

‘THEIR HEADS. THIS MEANS 

‘THAT WHALES HAVE, 

‘TO HOLD THEIR BREATH UNDER WATER AND 
PERIODICALLY COME UP TO THE SURFACE TO 

BREATHE FRESH AIR, 


SOME WHALES LIKE THE SPERM WHALE CAN HOLD THEIR BREATH AND 
STAY UNDERWATER FOR AS LONG AS TWO HOURS, WHILE OTHERS CAN 
HOLD THEIR BREATH FOR ONLY ABOUT A MINUTE ORO. WHEN LARGE 
/MALES EXHALE THEIR UREATH AT THE SURFACE, THE EXHALED 
IREATH CAN BE SEEN IN THE FORM OF A VISIBLE VAPOUR CALLED “SPOUT, 


some species oF 

WHALES HAVE Te 

EAPNCITY Pom HO-LocamION, 
Tar Tie WitLE CAX DETECT onsets 

‘OM OTHER cnEATURES BY EMITTING AND BOUNCING 

‘OFF SOUND WAVES. BY LISTENING TO-THE ECHOES, THEY CAN WORK OUT 

{Tae Size AND SHAPE OF THE OBJEC IN FRONT Tie TIME TAKEN 

THE ECHO TO RETURN TELLS THEM HOW Pan THE OnJECT fs Tins 
ABILITY OF ECHO:LOCATION HELPS THESE WHALES TO NAM 
GATE DETECT ENEMIES AND FIND FOOD. 









SCIENTISTS DIVIDE WHALES INTO TWO 
‘CATEGORIES - TOOTHED WHALES AND 


BOWMEAD WHALE > 'BALEEN WHALES, 






















BALEEN WHALES FEED ON 
‘TINY SEA CREATURES LIKE. 
PLANKTON AND INSTEAD OF 
TEETH THEY HAVE COMB-LIKE. 
STRUCTURES CALLED BALEEN 
THAT HANG FROM THE TOP OF THE MOUTH, 
ADALEEN WHALE FEEDS BY SWIMMING WITH ITS MOUTH WIDE 
(OVEN, GULPING IN LARGE QUANTITIES OF WATER ALONG WITH 
TINY MARINE CREATURES, 


“THE WHALE THEN 

Loses iTS MOUTH, 
AND PUSHES THE WATER 
Ur THROUGH THE BALEEN. 





‘THE BALEEN ACTS LIKE A FILTER TRAPPING 
‘THE PREY ~ WHICH IS THEN SWALLOWED. 
SALEEN WHALES THAT GULP EXCEPTION: 
[ALLY LARGE AMOUNTS OF WATER ARE. 


‘TOOTHED WHALES, LIKE THEIR NAME SUGGESTS, HAVE PROPER 
‘TEETH IN THEIR MOUTHS. THIS CATEGORY OF WALES ALSO 
INCLUDES DOLPHINS, BELUGAS AND PILOT WHALES. THE LARGEST 
OF THE TOOTHED WHALES 1S THE SPERM WHALE WHICH CAN 
‘GROW TO A LENGTH OF 20 METRES (65 FEET) AND WEIGH 
‘ABOUT 30 TONS. IT IS SO CALLED BECAUSE OF THE 
"WAX-LIKE OIL CALLED "SPERMACETI" FOUND IN THE 
FRONT OF THE WHALE'S LARGE HEAD. A LARGE 
SPERM WHALE MAY HAVE UP TO 25 TONS OF 
‘SPERMACETI IN ITS HEAD. THE SPERM WHALE. 
HAS TEETH ONLY IN ITS LOWER JAW. A TOOTH. 
‘CAN MEASURE UP TO 20 OM (8 INCHES) IN 
LENGTH. SPERM WHALES EAT MANY TYPES OF 
MARINE CREATURES INCLUDING FISH, THEY Al 
KNOWN TO DIVE UP TO 3000 METRES (10,000 FT) 
INTO THE OCEAN DEPTHS TO CATCH AND EAT 
‘THE OCTOPUS-LIKE GIANT SQUID - THE! 
FAVOURITE PREY. THE SPERM WHALE ALSO 
HAS THE LARGEST BRAIN OF ANY LIVING 
ANIMAL. 


ORCAS ARE APTLY 

NAMED BECAUSE OF 

‘THE FEROCITY WITH 
WHICH THEY ATTACK 
‘THEIR PREY. 

‘ORCAS MAY GROW UP TO9 
METRES (30 FT) IN LENGTH 
AND THEY OFTEN HUNT IN 
LARGE GROUPS FEEDING ON 
FISH, SEALS AND EVEN 
OTHER WHALES LARGER 
THAN THEMSELVES. 





SOME SPECIES OF WHALES HAVE VERY STRANGE TEETH INDEED. THE 
NARWHAL IS ONE SUCH WHALE. IT HAS A VERY LONG, SPIRALLED TUSK. 
‘THAT MAY MEASURE UP TO 27 METRES (9 FT) IN LENGTH. BUT IN REALITY 
‘THE TUSK IS A TOOTH OF THE CREATURE. IN THE PAST PEOPLE OFTEN 
MISTOOK THE NARWHAL'S LONG TUSK FOR THE HORN OF A UNICORN? 
ANOTHER WHALE WITH UNUSUAL TEETH IS THE STRAP-TOOTHED WHALE. 
WHICH HAS TWO FLAT CURVED TEETH GROWING FROM ITS LOWER JAW 
ONTHE OUTSIDE. 


AS THE TEETH GROW LONGER 
‘THEY WRAP THEMSELVES 
AROUND THE UPPER JAW 
PREVENTING THE MOUTH 


‘THEN THE CREATURE CAN ONLY SUCK 
FOOD THROUGH ITS MOUTH. 


‘THE popies oF 
WHALES YIELD 


USEFUL TO MAN. 
SOTHEY HAVE BEEN RUTHLESSLY 
HONTHD AND KIL. WHALE PAT 
‘SS caLiaD suunnen an sou 
Frcacjano it was Ueno Tosco 
GANOLES AND soar naLaen was 
* Conse. 





RECENTLY, LARGE “FACTORY SHIPS" on NN OR 
EXPLOSIVE HARPOONS KILLED THOUSANDS OF WHALES TILL SOME SPECIES 
WERE DRIVEN TO THE POINT OF EXTINCTION. TODAY, THANKFULLY, MOST 
WHALING IS BANNED AND HOPEFULLY MANKIND WILL NEVER SEE THE LAST OF 
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Believe it or not, all of us are 
superstitious to some extent or the other. 
Though people with a scientific mind 
always view superstitions as something 
irrational, itis not always so. Intact many 
'S have a history, a reason and 
explanation. 

Let's examine seven popular 
superstitions and see if we can trace the 
reasons behind them. 











A Black cat may be 
‘a witeh in disguise! 
Incertain parts of 
the world, for 
example in Egypt, 
black cats are 
associated with 
‘00d luck and when 
‘one crosses our path 
itis considered to be 
lucky. In other parts 
of the world like in 
Europe, it was 
believed that a black cat may bea witch 
in disguise and hence a black cat 
crossing your path was considered 
unlucky. So whom to believe? The 
answer is, when at Rome do as the 
Romans do! If in Egypt consider it as 
200d luck, if in Europe the opposite! 

Changing your name for luck! 

A first or last name with seven letters 
is thought to be lucky. With this belief 
in mind, Americans, both native and 
foreign born, often change their names, 








SEVEN POPULAR 
SUPERSTITIONS 
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believing that the new name will bring 
both luck and riches. Numerologists 
(Astrologers who work with numbers) 
also believe that certain names, through 
a particular mathematical calculation 
stand a better chance of success than 
others! 

Number 13isunlucky! 


The number 13 is 
associated with bad luck 
throughout the world, In 
France, you will see very 
few residences with 


number 13. n Italy, lottery 
tickets don't bear that number. 
Skyscrapers skip the 13th floor in 
America. But why is 13 so dreaded? 
‘The origin lies in a Scandinavian 
mythology. Ata banquet where twelve 
gods were invited, Loki, a bad spirit 
gate - crashed making the number 13, 
and after the banquet, Baldera favourite 
of gods was killed. At Christ's Last 
Supper, the total number of guests were 
13, Hence the number 13 came to be 
associated with bad luck! 

Breaking a mirror means seven 

years of hard luck! 

‘There was time many hundreds of 

‘years ago when mirrors were made of 





metals and couldn’t be broken. But this 
superstition has some practical advice 
hidden in it. One may accidentally cut 
his finger by brushing it against the 
‘cracked mirror. This may cause an in- 
jury though not deep enough to last for 
seven years, but will definitely retard 
your progress for few days. So its al- 
‘ways better to replace a cracked mirror! 
Don’t open your umbrella indoors! 
‘An umbrella is meant to serve pri- 
marily as a shield against rain or sun, 
To open it indoors, where it does not 
belong, is to insult the ‘spirit’ of the 
umbrella, which 
would most cer- 
tainly seek revenge. 
Besides, a practical 
[consideration needs 
to be studied. An 
‘open umbrella in a 
room blocks vision 
and could cause 
damage if not injury. 
Sneezing expels the evil spirits! 
When irritated nose membranes 
make you sneeze, somebody is bound 
to say, "God bless you.” Some people 
believe thatthe evil spirit which had pre- 
viously gotten in the body leaps out 
hopeful of entering 
somebody else’s 
body when the 
sneezing took place. 
| The blessing is 
& tended to protect 
nearby people 
as well as the 
sneezer! The 
evil spirit could be the common 
cold that the sneezer is suffering from! 


















Don’t walk under ladders! 
‘The most reasonable explanation of 
this superstition is that one might be 
hurt or injured while walking under a 
ladder if the painter drops his bucket of 
paint or drops his brush by accident. We 
could even have some amount of paint 
‘on our heads! You certainly don’t want 

that to happen. Do you? 
~- Uttam Dave 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK? 


Te internet has revolutionised the 
limits of human communication. It has 
thrown open a world of knowledge at 
‘our disposal. It may be true that the 
internet has affected the World Postal 
system. However, we have not reached 
the end of the postal system. Firstly, there 
‘can be no exchange of physical material 
‘over the net. Secondly, there is abso- 
Itely no guarantee forthe secure dliv- 
‘ery of messages over the net. The postal 
system is still completely safe. 

-PR. Arun 
Std XU, Trivandrum, 


Evndangered animals can be in 
trouble in many ways. 

Fur of tigers.and polar bears are taken 
for making fur coats. The poor animal is 
hunted by poachers andis skinned. These 
are then made into fur coats, bags, belts 
or hats. Likewise skins of snakes and 
crocodiles are also taken to make the 
above items. A whole elephant is killed 
only for its two tusks. In what way is this 
fir? 

‘The mother turtle comes occasionally 
to sea shores to lay her eggs. When she 
lays her eggs she sheds tears which pre- 
‘ent. dust particles from getting into her 
eyes, butitis believed that she sheds her 
tears because people steal her eggs. 
Later when she leaves atleast 75% of her 
‘eggs are taken away by greedy men. 
Many of these are sold and are bought 
for food. Out of the balance of 25% only 


a few eggshatch out into tiny turtles with 
ahard shell. 

Panda bears are endangered because 
of the lack of their chief food - the Bam- 
boo. Many monkeys and birds too get 
killed because of deforestation, 

Pollution is another cause for animals 
to be in danger. 

‘The reason behind all this is the 
greediness of man, Because of this, in- 





‘nocent animals are killed. 
‘Let us mend our ways and do our best 
to save the poor endangered animals. 
Think about the extinct animals. We 
‘can't do much about spilt milk but let 
us all join hands now and together let us 
‘make the earth a better place to live in. 
- Harini Ramaswamy 
‘Std VIII, Vidya Mandir, 
‘Mylapore, 


This very unfortunate that in today's 


fast-paced world, we miss out on some 
of the most beautiful things in life be- 


VIEWPOINT 
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‘cause we are too busy looking for some- 
thing else. Each of us needs to stop fora 
‘minute and look at the ever - changing 
world around us. 

Look around for little beauties of 
nature and see how simple and fascinat- 
ing life can be. That which brings.a smile 
to your lips, hold in your heart forever 
Years from now, when you are sad or 
lonely, you would surely relive that very 
special moment. You are sure to find that 
the memory is as fresh as ever, lifting 
you up from the 
depths of despair, 











- Deepa Bhasthi, 
‘Age - 19, Madikere. 


Many parents force their children 
toread more and more. They never seem 
to be satisfied with the marks their ci 
dren get and often scold them little real- 
izing the effor that they have putin. 











‘The worst thing is that they compare 
their child's marks with those of other 
children, This surely dampens the spirit 
of the concerned child. 

‘What parents really need to do is to 
encourage their child, praise their effort 
and offer gentle advice. 

‘The child is to be blamed and scolded 
only when the effort is not forth 
coming, 

-R. Ranjani, 
Std X, SCIMA, 
Chennai. 





‘00 much of anything is poison- 
ous’ isa saying that we are all aware of. 
How true this statement is even in 
respect of money! 

To get more and more money, 
people go to the extent of cheat- 
ing, bribing and even killing. 







often affects relationships between 
people. 

Money issomething that one can have 
today butnot necessarily tomorrow. Itis 
‘good conduct, rich values and friendly 
relationships that are everlasting. 

- Nithya Vijay 
Std X, Kendriya Vidyalay 





SERIAL 


RADHA PADMANABHAN 


A HOLIDAY 
ADVENTURE 





hile Thatha and Patti were 
searching frantically for the 
children with the help of the 
coast guards, the children were in the 
cave, enjoying themselves, when they 
heard the sound of footsteps. Each of 
them scampered behind a rock and 
froze with fright, 

Tt was the man whom Vinaya had 
‘often spotted on the beach! He entered 





surprised, 100k up his gun and pointed 
it towards the place where the sound 
came from, 

‘The four children came out from 
their hiding place and rushed to Leela's 
side as she stood up and pleaded, 
“Don't shoot me, don’t, please” 
Although he had seen the children 
before and had watched them playing 
‘on the beach, to see them in the cave 
took him by surprise, “Whatever are 
‘you doing here?" he asked. “Nothing, 








the cave holding a gun in 
his hand, sat down, 
relaxed and took out 
sandwiches from a paper 
bag and started eating 
them unaware that five 
little children were in the 
‘cave watching him with 
fear, After eating the 
sandwiches, he threw the 
bag carelessly around. It 
fell on Leela and Leela 
sneezed. The man, 














said Vikram, “We were just playing in 
























the cove and discovered the cave’ 

“May we gonow?” said Leela in her 
sweetest tone. She knew how to charm 
people. But this time it did not work. 

“No, you won't,” said the man, But 
frankly he did not know what todo with 
them, He was not a smuggler or a 
terrorist, but was employed to keep 
guard, while the other man who paid 
him, went to the town on business. He 
‘was paid well and was swom to secrecy. 
He did not know much about the 
business except that arms landed at 
night and that they were taken away 
somewhere again the next night. His 
job was to hang around and see that no 
ne entered the cave. 

Now he was in deep trouble. He had 
left the cave for about half an hour or 
so to buy himself sandwiches 
as he was very hungry. His 
‘employer was sure to give him 
hell. What should he do? 

“What are you going to do 
with us?" asked Kamala 

“Letus go,” pleaded Udita. 

“We won't tell a soul,” 
persisted Kamala, “we 


She thought that these two 


words would assure anyone 
that a promise would be kept. 


“Silence,” thundered the 
man, “Now let me think. Its 
obvious I can't let you go”. 
‘There was silence while he 
was absorbed in his thoughts. 
What should he do now? If he 


sent them away they are sure to tell their 
people at home about the arms and the 
cave. This would land him and his boss 
in danger. Ifcaught, botti of them would 
bbe imprisoned. He was trapped as much 
as the children were. He would have to 
keep the children in the cave tll his boss 
returned. Maybe they could be kept 
there till the arms were out of the way 
and then released. This was the only 
solution. After making the decision, the 
man relaxed alittle. 

He started to talk to the children 
merely to pass the time and to see that 
they did not become restless and 
troublesome. 

“Are you from the last house on the 
road 7" he asked, although he knew 
where they lived as he had seen them 
approach the beach everyday. 








“Yes,” said Leela, “We have come 
here for our summer holiday.” said 
Kamala. “Our grandparents stay here, 
added Udita. 

Suddenly Leela started to sob 
“What now?" asked the man. “I'm 
hungry,” said Leela. “So am 1,” “So 
am I”, came back a chorus of voices 
from Kamala and Udita. But Vikram 
and Vinaya were silent. They were 
whispering things to each other. 

“Here,” he said. “Here's packet of 
biscuits.” The children did not quite 
relish biscuits but they passed the 
biscuits around and munched them 
quickly and silently. “I want water to 
drink,” said Leela. The man laughed. 
In spite of his predicament Leela’s 
innocence charmed him. He went 
deeper into the cave and brought out a 




























plastic bottle full of water and said “I 
can't give you more, So each of you 
can have only alittle.” They did so and 
passed the bottle around. 

“Shall we sing for you?" asked Leela 
sweetly. The biscuit had allayed her 
hunger and she wanted to repay the man 
for his kindness. “I'm definitely not 
singing,” said Kamala, who was always 
expected to lead them in singing, 
& inad almost reached the top of 

© the cliff. Vinaya and Vikram 
were not only worried about themselves 
but were also worried about their 
grandparents. Would they be searching. 
for them? They must be desperate with 
worry, Would they think that ll of them 
were drowned? 


y this time the grand parents 


Vinaya whis- 
pered to Vikram, 
“Let's act as soon 
as possible”. She 
went straight to the 
man and shouted, 
“There's some- 


thing on your 
shirt, It’s a huge 
spider,” she said. 





The man jumped 
up to see what it 
was. 

‘And then things 
started to happen 
suddenly and 
quickly. Vikram, 
who knew karate 
gave the man aside 
kick. Taken cém- 


pletely by surprise, the man fell forward 
‘on the rock and hurt his ankle, He was 
in great pain, “You rascals!" he roared, 
Kamala immediately picked up the gun 
that had dropped off his hand and gave 
itto Vikram, The man got up with much 
pain. "Now get out ofthe cave,” Vikram 
‘commanded, “and remember I have a 
‘gun that is pointed at your back.” 

He stood beside the man ready 10 
give him another kick if needed. Udita, 
who had also learnt karate at school 
walked on the other side ready to give 
him a punch with her hands. 

Vinaya picked up another gun as a 
precaution. The man was in great pain 
and did not protest. Moreover, what if 
these foolish children did really pull the 
trigger? So, the man simply stumbled 
forward as best as he could. 


nd this is the strange sight that 
the grandparents saw. A man 
‘coming out ofthe cave being led 





‘a gun point by five children! The coast 
guards climbed down the cliff in 
seconds and took charge of the 
situation, The man had sprained his 
ankle and it had started to swell, He 
could hardly walk. 

The children climbed the cliff and 
reached the place where the 
grandparents were waiting, Leela 
‘embraced Patti and started to sob, Udita 
put her arms round Thatha .The others 
felt too grown up to show outward 
signs of affection and relief. 

“We were very worried about you," 
said Vinaya unaware of the irony of her 
statement. 

“And do you think we were not 
worried about you?" asked Thatha, 

“[ mean we were worried that you 
would worry about us,” she said, 

‘Thatha thanked the guards and said 
that he would meet them later. The 
‘guards marched the man to the police 
station, as the grandchildren and 
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grandparents left for home. 

“You see,” said Leela, “its like this. 
We discovered this cove. 

“Let me tell what happened......let 
‘me tell what happened......" a chorus 
of voices interrupted Leela. 

“No more discussion till you have 
had your breakfast,” said Patti as they 
reached home. 

‘They fell upon the wihapams that 
Patti had made and were silent as they 
‘ate hungrily, When satisfied, the silence 
was broken. 

“Iewas Vikram who saved us,” said 

Vinaya, 
Jo, it was Vinaya’s idea that we 
should surprise the man with a karate 
kick," said Vikram modestly. Both of 
them looked around and said, “But for 
Kamala and Udita who were extremely 
brave...” 

“And me.....meee..." whined Leela, 
Patti said, “We spotted your red cap 
ona shrub on the cliff, But for that we 
would never have found you.” Leela 
put her thumb up and stuck her tongue 
‘out at all of them. 


he holidays were over and it was 
time to go back. 


Jow that you are going back home 
would you please tell me what tho. .tho 
meant?" asked Patti, "You were always 
teasing Leela this holiday”, she added, 

“Tho tho stands for thoppai. That's 
our nickname for her, She was scared 
that you would come to know about it 
and did what we had asked her to do 
when we threatened to tell you about 
ity” said Udita 



































Now that the secret was out, Leela 
suddenly did not seem to care. Besides 
ince she really did not have a big 
tummy and it was as flat asa board why 
should she worry? 
“Thanks Thatha and Patti for a 
million dollar holiday," said Vinaya, 
“Thanks for the adventurous 
holiday,” said Vikram, He knew he had 
Jots and lots to tell the guys at school. 
“You are the best grandparents in the 
whole world, You never scolded us 
Patient: Tell me doctor, wil be able 
to play the piano once my fingers heal? 
Doctor : Ofcourse you will. 
Patient : That's marvellous. | never 
could before! 
~ K. Sree Harish, Std. Vill, 
Mother's Integral School, Hyderabad 











‘even once for going (0 the cove,” said 
Udita. 


“L was just going to say the same 
thing,” said Leela who did not know 
‘what exactly to say. The grandparents 
smiled at her, 

“And I am going to write a story 
for my school magazine,” said Kamala 
who aspired to become a writer, “and I 
will tile it hmmmm..... Holiday 






SAFETY 
CONCEPT CAR 
Voivo's new safety concept car has 2 
TV which wil be an aid rather than a 
distraction forthe drive. Cameras in the dor, 
‘mirrors and rear fender, activated when the turn 
indicators are switched on or the car goes into | The new hots consist of o shaped 
reverse, monitor the driver’ blind spots and | fabric bag filled with liquid. 
beam them to the 4 - by 8 inch screen on the | Rubbery heads suspended In the 
dashboard, so that he never has to look anywhere | "avid help soften ony blows. 
but in front. Other features are radar sensors According to Inventor Bill 
\which set off alarms when a vehicle appro- Courtney of Cheshire, UK, 
aches too fast or too close, and an the liquid could he 
alarm which is set off when Shopen [tol kespitie 


the driver nods BEB™ \ wearersheod cool or 


SPORTS AND HELMETS 
Soft, wether - sensitive 
helmets, Insteod of the usual hard 
ones, are the lotest accessories for 
‘cydlists, construction workers and 
people playing dangerqus sports. 


‘oft worm. For instance, a 
wory liquid would 
‘obsorb heat on a hot 
TALLEST doy, keeping the heat 
QV PLANT owoy from the head, 
iy Formers, sci Bonkrota vilage near Jaipur 
A entiss cnd cu- In Rojosthan state to witness a miracle 
: tious specta- in the botanical field. Mr, Radhey 
i\(,, tors have Shyam Sharma, a teacher by profes: 
| Mi been thron- sion, has grown "Bathua' (a vegetable 
WiGaveaay soos: Reeser ica 
residence of _arestil growing. Usually "Bathua' plants 
Mt. Radney do not grow beyond one-and-a-haif 
Shyam Sharma at 
Pe ANTS 
‘Ants choose a new home by 
consensus,” said research team leader 
Dr. Stephen Bath of the University of 
Bath, UK, after studying laboratory 
colonies of the European ant 
(Leptothora - Albipennis). Dr. 
Bath destroyed ant colonies and 
gave them a choice of new homes. 
‘When an ant scout finds a site it 
likes, it returns to the old 
nest and leads another 
ant to it. If the new 
‘comer likes it, itretums for 


feet, 


‘another recruit. When a sufficient 
number approve of it, they start moving. 
their things in, 
























HEAVIEST SUMO 
WRESTLER 


E manuel 
Yarbrough, the 
world Sumo 
Champion from || 
the US, is the 
heaviest sumo 
wrestler ever, 
weighing 350 
kg. 








TINY COMPUTER 
CHIP 


A tiny computer chip that can 
be embedded in paper bank notes, 
hhas been developed by Hitachi as 
an anti-counterfeiting device called 
“Mew”. The chip stores identity 
and security information, which 
it can transmit wireless, Docu- 
ments or currency bills conta 
ing the chip can be authent: 
cated immediately with a wire- 
less chip reader. The ‘mew’ 
chip, measuring less 
than 0.5 mm across, 
is so small that it isn't 
damaged if the docu- 
ment or bill is folded. 
It includes 128 bits of 
ROM and can transmit 
upto 30 cm when 
attached to a sep- 
arate antenna. 
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CYCLING 
UP 


A Frenchman, 30-years-old’ Hugues 
Richard of Paris, has smashed his own record 
for cycling up the 747 steps of Paris's famed 
Eiffel Tower, after the September 11, 2001 
‘attacks crushed his dream of pedalling to the 
roof of the Word Trade Cente New York, US, 




































His methods 
were so unique 
that he wove 
history, ecology 
and geography 


into his descrip- 
fion of a bird 
and its habitat. 











A VERSATILE 


Salim moizu- 
ddin Abdul 


) for 80’ of 
1 years! Un- 
der him, BNHS be- 
came a premier re- 
servemveorsan| search centre. 


Born in 1896, Salim was the youngest of ten 
children. When Salim was ten. his uncle 
Amiruddin presented him with 2 daisy air gun. 
One day. young Salim shot a strange -looking 
Sparrow. When his uncle could not explain why 







There the sSeretary. an E; 
itas a yellow-throatg 


Salim Ali did‘ 


thought him ma 
In 1930. Salim ATi 


ADR tucying tne tess ofthe 
ets i 


inent systematically. 


gon history, ecology 


‘Ography into his description 


new worl 
Indira said 
years |; 
iFor t 
time, | paid 
attention to 
bird songs 
and was 
able to iden- 
tify the 
birds. 
Salim Ali, along with S. Dillon 
Ripley, a young zoologist with the 
US Army in Ceylon, published the 
ten-volume Hand book of the 
birds of India and Pakistani. In 


| 


1960, Salim Ali, who did not have 
a college degree, was guiding 
PhD scholars! 

Salim Ali studied the birds of 
nearly every region of the Indian 
‘subcontinent and wrote with such 
wit and elegance that he was 
cluded in an anthology entitled éIn- 
dian Masters of Englishi, along 
with Rabindranath Tagore and 
Sarojini Naidu. 

Noting could dampen Salim 

not even 
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GOKULAM 


Our Favourite Magazine 
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“BIG FUN FOR LITTLE ONES” 


Is the slogan. The focus is fun and excitement for children. The 
event is the Dubai Summer Surprises (DSS) festival -a festival with 
a package of ten ‘surprises’, spread over ten weeks. 





‘Summer season in Dubai is no longer just heat and humidity. Itis altogether a 
<ifferent story with thousands of tourists thronging the various malls and stalls, to 
take part in a range of exciting activities. 

‘The city wears a grand and festive look. With fireworks, colourful illumination, 
banners and balloons, a beautiful ambience is created to enable visitors ‘shop with 
entertainment’! 

Children are thrilled, ecstatic, awe struck and stunned by all that the DSS has to 
offer them. The Modesh Fun City is their prime attraction. Modesh (meaning ‘an 
amazing friend’ in Arabic) isthe cheerful, bright and friendly mascot who has won 
the hearts of both young and old. 

‘Spread over 10,000 square metres, the 
MFC hosts numerous activities and 
spectacular shows for children. The city is 
a riot of colour, fun and games. There is 
laughter and gaiety as children learn while 
they play. It is a world of fun and frolic. 
laughter and mischief. 

‘The Modesh stage shows have found 
great acceptance among boys and girls. 

Children also find the fun rides, sing -along 
shows and other activities like sand sculpting, art and craft and sports thrilling. 

‘The Toddler zone, a play area meant for infants and very young children houses 
several educational toys in the various activity centres. Children play here happily all 
day under supervision of volunteers who are specially and professionally trained for 
this purpose! 

Just imagine an air-conditioned enclosure filled with sand that enables children 
to play with sand all day - something that is otherwise impossible in Dubai due to 
excessive heat! Every evening a competition takes place at the sand sculpture zone, 
‘The best sand sculpture created wins a few kilograms of gold! 

The festive treat also includes a virtual submarine ride to meet sea-creatures, 
‘marine plants and even mermaids! Stepping into their ‘own’ submarine, the children 
experience a very realistic journey under water! 

With over 300 exciting events planned over the stipulated ten weeks, the DSS is. 
pethaps the most spectacular event - a wholesome enjoyment for the entire family. 

- Mohammed Ibrahim, 
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Story 








THE 
HAPPIEST MAN 


‘ong, long ago in a small village 

\ of Japan, there lived a 

hardworking but poor farmer 

named Tikolo. He was poor and 

this made him sad. He always wished 
he were rich and happy. 

One day Tikolo set off to meet a 
sage. He went to the sage and begged, 
“Sir, Lam a hardworking man, but 
poor. Please tell me how Ican become 
rich and live happily.” 

At this the sage said, “Young man, 
tell me one thing. Do you want to be 
rich or do you want 


tobe happy?” Tikolo ag 

couldn't understand. (4 

and the same, 

siz oneis ) 

rich he is 

happy too, 

isn'tit?” 
‘The sage 

immediately 





knew that Tikolo was under the 
wrong impression that money buys 
happiness. So he decided to teach 
Tikoloa lesson. “Well my young man, 
I shall help you. But first you will have 
to bring before me a rich and happy 
‘man who is contented with his life 





he next day Tikolo went to the 

in village headman's house. He 

asked the headman, “Sir, are 

you happy with your life? You 

are rich. You can afford anything. So 
you must be happy too, right?” 






‘The headman thought for a while 
and said, “Tikolo, there's nothing 
to hide from you, You see, last 
month my wife expired leaving the 
household responsibility on me. My 
daughter is still to be married, My 
son is a drunkard,” Saying this he 
paused. Then he continued, 
“Tell me Tikolo, how can I be 
happy when I have so many 
responsibilities?” 

‘Tikolo agreed. He then went off to Su 
chang, the village's richest man, There he 
Su chang looking worried. Tikolo 
asked, “What's the matter, Su chang? 
Why are you looking tense?” 

At this Su chang said, “You must 
have heard of the robber called Ming. 
He has been threatening me and is 
asking for a big ransom for my life. I 
don't know what to do.” 

Tikolo was a bit shocked, He 
thought, "Su chang’s 
money has brought him 





wae 


Wf 


so much danger 
to his own life. 


What good is this dangerous life 
Tikolo then went off in search of 

some other men. He thought, “if I 

befriend Toingk he will surely take me 

to Ming. He is a rich robber and 

be surely happy with his life. So I'll 

goto him.” 


ing and his men were hiding 

in a dense forest. Seeing 

Tikolo, Ming asked, “Who 

are you? Why have you 

come here?" Cold sweat dripped 

down Tikolo’s cheeks. He said, "Sir 

I'm Tikolo and I've come to see 

you. I am a poor man, sir, So 1 

‘wanted to mect you as you are rich 

and must be the happiest man in the 
world!” 

Ming was now in deep thought 
He said, “Look Tikolo. What you 
said is only half-correct. I mean yes 
I'm rich, but not happy and 
contented. Do you know the 
sum of money the police has 
announced for capturing me? 
Ten lakhs! They are all 
after me. I'm old 













now. I can't even trust my own men. 
They'll do anything for money. 
They'll even kill me! Every moment 
is a terror for me. You must have 
heard of Mr. Lee, the police 
commissioner. He is now a rich and 
famous man, He is bent on catching 
me." 
That night Tikolo 

escaped from the 
forest. By dawn 



















he reached 
Mr, Lee's house. 
where he. was busy 


looking at files and reports. Tikolo 
went ahead and introduced himself 
to Mr. Lee. He said, “Sir, Tam 
surveying our country's most happy 
and contented men. So I've come 
to interview you, if you don’t mind. 
You are so rich and famous now,” 
At this Mr. Lee said, “ So what? 
‘That doesn’t mean that I’m happy 
and contented. Do you know how 
many innocent policemen and their 
families are being killed mercilessly 
nowadays? That robber Ming has 
created havoc everywhere. It’s 
difficult to catch him because he's 
supposed to have political support 
The moment we catch him, he'll be 
set free. The next moment he'll 
target our innocent family. Our life 
is not easy, as it seems young 
man, We can never rest in peace 
until the entire gang is captured.” 
Tikolo had nothing to say. He 

silently took leave of Mr. Lee. 
doesn't bring 


happiness. How wrong 


was. It's not important to be rich, 
It’s important to live happy and 
contented. It’s peace 
. that one should 
no strive for.” 
Tikolo went back 
home a happy and contented 
man now. He was tired too. After 
all, he had learnt a very harsh but 
real truth. 


ikolo came to a 
conclusion, “Money 





Once, white 
travelling by bus, I suddenly realised 
that the gold chain I was wearing was 
no longer around my neck. And of 
course, I began to cry. The conductor 
‘was kind enough (0 stop the bus and 
search around, He also searched the 
pockets and bags of all the passengers. 
No luck. The journey resumed. 
Within a few minutes I felt 
something tickling my waist. When 
felt over my shirt, I realised there was 






something 
inside. Lo! It 
was the very 
same gold chain 
that was 
supposed to 
have got lost! 
‘The chain had obviously become loose 
and slipped down my chest! 

1 apologised profusely to one and 
all 





+ C. Sarath Chane 
K.V. Wellington, Nil 
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‘We wenton a one day trip to 
Ponmudi, a beautiful hill station 
covered with tea estates. 

After breakfast, our teachers 
allowed us to go for a stroll by 
ourselves. Sweta, Mithu and T 
walked away to see the beautiful 
yellow flowers, down the slopes 
of the valley nearby. 

All of a sudden Mithu tripped 
over a rock and went rolling 
down. Before we knew it, she had 
disappeared, We could only hear 
her shout and scream. We could 
not see her. Following inthe same 
ction. we soon found Mithu 














fallen into a pit. Thankfully the 
pit was not too deep. 

‘Our dupattas came in useful. 
Tt was Swetha’s idea. We tied our 
dupattas together and lowered it 
ike a rope into the pit. With great 
difficulty we hauled Mithu up. 

‘We were thankful to God that 
no major accident had taken 
place. 








- Ashmi. M, Std XII, 
Amala Convent GHS, 
‘Thuckalay, Trivandrum. 


comutane 


We were on a 
tour of Andhra 
Pradesh. We stopped 
at Srisailam and 
Visited the dam site 
While stepping 
down to have my 














bath, I accidentally shipped and fell into the 
water, Luckily, my mother who was nearby 
shouted forhelp. She herself very bravely, went 
into the water to pull me up. A boat man who 
had heard my mother scream also came to help. 
1 was saved from drowning, Even to this day, 
Lam afraid to see or step into water anywhere, 
+ J.VIN. Savitha, Std VIE, 

‘Space central School, Sriharikota, 


‘This happened to me when I was much 
younger. One night as I sat glued to the 
television watching one of my favourite 
detective serials, I suddenly saw a shadow of 
‘some one outside the window pane. 

At the first impulse I thought the person to 
bbe a thief. I ran across to the window and 
hurriedly opened it only to find myself being 
smeared with paint! For, the person outside 
‘was the painter! 

My mother heard the noise and went 
straight ahead to argue with the painter while 
Iitried to convince her that it was all.my fault, 
She tuned around and gave me a sound slap! 
| still have my paint-smeared shirt tucked away 
carefully in my 
cupboard. Everytime I 
ook at it, Leannot help 
laughing at my 
foolishness! 
-\V.Prakash,Std VIL, 

Mahila Samiti 
English School, 
Thane 
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More than 


2,500 kinds of 
sponges exist 
in green, 
brown, red, 
orange, yellow 
and white 
colours 
They are seen 
in a number of 


shapes. 








OR: G 


You may have seen at the counters in banks and 
Post offices, staff using water-soaked sponges. You 
may think they are some sort of rubber cushions. But 
they are actually the skeletons of sea animals, 

Sponges attach themselves to rocks or wood and 
stay motionless in water. Due to their appearance, 
People, for a long time mistook them for plants, 
Two thousand years ago it was Aristotle who 
discovered them to be animals, and two centuries 
back scientists confirmed that. 


Sponges are the strangest animals. You need a 
mouth to munch food and a stomach to digest it, But 
sponges have no such organs like heart, 
stomach, muscles, nervous system, mouth, 
eyes, ears or other sense organs. How then 
do they eat? A sponge docs not move out 
for food. Tiny plants and animals flow 
through its body along with water. Its body 
is full of pores and channels. These 
openings serve like a strainer we use for 
making tea, Filtered food particles stay in 
and the water is pumped out. This way, a 
sponge must filter one ton of water to gain 
aan ounce in its weight! 





















‘There is another strange thing 
about the sponge. If you cut a sponge 
into pieces, each piece will grow into 
anew animal! 


More than 2 
sponges exist in 





100 kinds of 





green, brown, 
red, orange, 
yellow and 
white colours. 
They are seen 
in a number of 









Fringed Basket are 
some names that 


explain their 
shapes. 
In ancient 


Greece and Rome, 
people washed 
their bodies, while 
bathing, — with 
shapes like fans, sponges and soldiers used water 
domes, bowls and soaked sponges as water bottles tc 
vases, Azure Vase, moisten their dried lips. Today, we 
Deadman’s Fingers, use these skeletons of sponges for 
polishing crockery and 
washing cars, trains and 
utensils. Because of th 
commercial value, they 











fe even cultured in Japan 
and Britain. 
- R. Saran Raj, 
Std VU, 
S.S.M.H.S.School, 
Chennai - 41. 






HAVE FUN: 


5. Common Currency of European 
countries (4) 

9. Short Sleep (3) 

10. When you pay something, you 





WITH THIS 


5 o is 





CROSSWORD 


Across : G 
1. Top most part of a ship (4) 








3, Combine together (5) 

6. Abbreviation for Central 
Intelligence Agency (3) 

7. Equal (3) 

8.Refuse to take notice of (6) 
11, Your goal (3) iw 
12, Part of a shirt or a 
trouser (6) 

14, Way out (4) 

16, A big jump (4) 

17. A tight interlace of a rope fie 
oor thread (4) 





cy a 


ns 

















18. A kind of wood used for 
‘making furniture (4) 





get this (7) 
13. A crafty, mischievous act (5) 








Down: 

1, ounce (7) 15. Lean or slant to one side (4) 

2, Demand (5) +S. Aarti, Std. VI, Bharatiya 
4. Generally used for tying (4) Vidya Bhavan, Trivandrum. 
I. WHO'S FIRST? LEER ee ee 
Mark, Bety, Tom, Don, Karrie, 


Alice, Tim and Lisa had a race among 
themselves, Butafter the race was over, 
they were confused over their positions 
Can you help them? The grid and the 
clues given below will help you. 

Clues : 

1. Alice finishes next-to-last 

2. Mark is not one of the first four 


















































































3. A boy finishes first; Betty or 
Karrie finish last. 
4, Tim comes Sth place; Tom comes 
in 2nd place. 
‘5. One person finishes before Betty 
and after Tom. 
- Hemant Yadav, Kalpakkam, 


Il, WHAT’S THE WORD? 

‘The first wo letters refer to a male 
‘The first three letters refer to a female. 
‘The first four letters mean a famous man 
and the whole word a famous woman. 
What's the word? 

~ Supriya Padmanabhan, 
Bihar. 


PUZZLE PAGES 


II. PEOPLE AND MOVIES 

lame the movies these people Saw. 

1. Dentists 2, Sailors 3. Police of- 
ficers 4. Pirates 5. Archaeologists 6. 
Mathematicians 7. Drivers 8. Cardiolo- 
sists 

~ Neelima Chakraborty, Std. X, 
St. Joseph’s HLS., West Bengal. 


1Y, JUST TEASIN 

1, What is it that you must give 
before you can keep it? 

2. Before Mount Everest was 
discovered, which was the highest, 
‘mountain on earth? 

3. Ifittakes six men six days to 
dig six holes, how long will ittake 
fone man to dig half a hole? 

4, What question can you 
never answer “yes” to? 

5. Which is correct to say, 
“The yolk of the egg are white’ or, “The 
yolk of the egg is white"? 

+ Vedha Narayanasamy, Age 14, 
Kaligi Ranganathan Montford 
Matriculation HLS.S., Chennai, 

6, What makes a traffic signal turn 
red? 

7.1 have 14 marbles in my right 
pocket, 10 marbles in my chest pocket 
and 15 marbles in my left pocket, what 
will Thave? 

8. If I saw a man beating a donkey 
and stopped him, what virtue would 1 
be showing? 

- Krutika Muralidharan, Std. IX, 

‘Somerville School, Noid: 


Answers on page : 56 
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THE “LAZY Pig’ 























[While Onder toed Tard i We Tela 
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Gel tothe 
fete 
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ay fod b back at 














That's ay problea. | 
can tackle i. You get 
cong with your wort, 






































It-vas the same story dey sfler day. Lazy énovy | [ Aner a few weeks 
grew lallcr and fatter by the dey. 
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Heal 
Lean sell one of 
these pigs 

















Sure. Whicl 
‘one would 
jou like? 














Bly ecowe son 















Wil he help you 
inthe hel? 
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Hie’ too fat 
for that! 
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Wy hard work 
has saved ne 
alter alll 
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Name : M. Bhanu Prathyusha 

Age: 14 

Address ; §-61. Ulipatteda, 
MA. Palli Road, 

Tirupati - 517 502 
Andhrapradesh. 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps and 
coins, listening to music. playing 
shuttle. reading story books. 
dancing and making 
friends, 


Name : T. Sailesh 
Age : 12 
Address 

Ward No: 15, 

Holding No: 

75/1. 

Gaterpara, 

Malancha 

toad, Kharagpur- 

721301, West Bengol. 
Hobbies : Ustening 

to music, reading books. 

writing letters to friends, playing 
football and body building. 


Nome : Greeshma Nandanon 

Age :13 

‘Address : 3025/7, Jeevan Bhima 
Nagar, LIC colony, Anna Nagor 
West Extension, Chennai - 600 101 

Hobbies : Writing for GOKULAM 
‘and writing letters. 


O 





Nome : §. Aishwarya 

Age: 14 

Address : Plot No: 24, 1St Street, 
Ravi Colony, St. Thomas Mount, 
‘Chennai - 600 016. 

Hobbies : Collecting stomps. 
reading books, watching T.V.. 


Playing computer games. stening 
to good music, and writing letters 
to friends. 













Buchi Chetty Street, 
Chittoor - 517 001. 

Hobbies : Reading novels 
‘ond comics and listening to music. 


Name : Janani Rajasekaran 

Age : 12 

‘Address : Old No: 5A, New No - 
13, Nellalyappar Ist Street, 
Bharathipuram, Chromepet, 
Chennai - 600 044, 

Hobbies : Reading story books, 
gardening. cycling. playing the 
veena, collecting stamps, watch- 
ing LV. and listening to music. 


Nome : R. Aaditya 

Age: 11 

Address : A-3, “CHAITANYA” 

93, Ammamandapam Road Sr 
Rangam - 620 006, 

Hobbies : Reading "GOKULAM', 
Playing chess and cricket . playing 
video games and games on the 
computer and making good friends. 
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Name : Esha 
Age :14 
‘Address : 2047. 8th Main ’E’ Block, 
Madhu Mansion lind Stage. 
Rojojinagor. Bangolore -560010 
Hobbies : Reading books, isten- 
ing to music and dancing. 


Name : |. Vishal 
Age:11 
Address :_ H.No: 15-8-417/1, 


Feelkhana. Begum Bazoar, 
Hyderabad - 500 012. 
Hobbies: Playing cricket, reading, 
Playing carom and watching TV. 
Name : Vasantha S. Nair 
Age:9 
Addhess : Stree Vihar, Sector B, Flat 
Pune -411 044. 





Dear Readers, 

+ You are most welcome to send in your 
contributions to Gokulam either by post or 
by email. However, there is no guarantee 
that it will be published. It is also not possible 
for us to tell you when it will be published. 
But, if you require your contributions to be 





sent back to you on rejection, then you must 
‘enclose a self addressed, stamped envelope. 


Hobbies : Reading comics ond 
other books, watching 1V., listening to 
stores, ploying games and dancing. 


Nome : S. Shyam St 

Age: 13 

Address : 77/69 Municipal quar 
ters, near market post office, Ooty - 
643.001. 

Hobbies : Cycling. playing foot- 
ball, drawing and making friends. 


Nome : T. Pavan kumar, 

Age: 13 

Address : 98a, V.0.C. nagar, 
‘Volayonkadu main road . Tiupur - 


Hobbies : Reading books, novels 
‘and magazines. playing football 
‘and ticket. watching T.V. and cy- 
cing. 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE 


‘contribution is published. At the 
nd of the one year period ending 
June 2003, the person with most 
umber of participation ceri 
cates will receive a special prize. 
Collect your certificates and keep 
them carefully. 





WISH YOU GOOD LUCK! 
~ Editor 


EDUCATION 


What is education? 
English is composition, 
Language is communication, 
Mathematics is evaluation, 


History a revolution, 
Physics is action, Biology is reproduction, 


Chemistry, reaction Oh! all these for an examination! 
+ L, Janani, Age 13, R.S.K. School, Trichy 
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The sun sets with his The whole world rests - 
reddish ray, rests calmly, 
Farmers return with their hay, + Chinu Subudhi, 
Birds fly back to their nests, Std. "X, 
Bhubaneshwar. 


Fishermen return with their nets. 
The moon comes up with 


his army 
POET 
POURRI 
“ye 













5. Vandana, 
Bangalore 

? Lam 13 years 
old, My weight is 37 
kg and my height is 4 
‘feet and 11 inches. Am I short? 
How can I increase my height? 

1 Height is genetically and 
nutritionally determined. It means that 
you will normally take after your 
parents and grandparents in terms of 
height. Ifthey are tall you will probably 
be tall and if they are short you will 
probably be short. Good nutrition and 
food also play a role in making you 
taller. Since you are 13 it is likely that 
‘you will gain a few more inches. Height 
‘cannot be increased by any medicines. 
A few inches could be added by clever 
use of shoes and appropriate clothes! 

@ = Shriyanka = Nayak, 
Bhubaneswar. 

? What are the different kinds of 
‘malaria germs? Why does a person 
suffering from malaria get fits? 

1 Malaria is caused by protozoans 
called Plasmodia which are transmitted 
to the human beings by the bite of the 
female Anopheles _ mosquito. 
Plasmodium falciparum, Plasmodium 


vivax, Plasmodium ovale 
and Plasmodium malariae 
are the different kinds of 
malaria germs. Usually a person 
suffering from malaria gets chills with 
fever that may reach 105°F. Children 


develop fits with fever, a condition 
called “febrile fits”. This is due to a 
hereditary tendency. Adults seldom get 
such type of fits. If malaria affects the 
brain of the patient, a condition called 
“cerebral malaria’, then such patients 
(both children and adults ) may develop 
fits. This is due to inflammation caused 
by the disease in the brain, 
@N. Venkatesh, Bangalore-S4 

? How is astigmatism caused? 


“am I short?” 
What is the cure? 

! Astigmatism is an error of 
refraction of eye in which the parallel 
rays of light from infinity cannot 
converge to a point focus on the retina 
due to unequal refraction in different 
‘meridians of the optical system of the 
eye. Astigmatism occurs when the 
comea of an eye does not have an even 
curvature, The curvature of a normal 
comea may be likened to that of the 
back ofa ladle and that of the astigmatic 
eye to the back of a spoon. This uneven 
‘curvature results in an uneven focus of 
light rays on the retina. The eye cannot 
compensate by accommodating. 
Astigmatism may be corrected either by 
‘wearing cylindrical lens or by fitting a 
hard contact lens. 

@S, Aarthi, Trivandram-13 

? Why don’t we feel any pain while 
cutting nails? 

! Nails are made up ofa hard material 
called keratin. It is a kind of dead 
protein. We do not feel pain while 
cutting the nails because they are 
composed of dead cells. Moreover, they 
do not have nerves to pass the sensation 
of pain to the brain. 

@N. Srinivas, Hyderabad 

? What is xerophthalmia? How is 
it caused? How can we prevent it? Is 
there any cure? 

! Xerophthalmia is a symptom 
complex developing in the eyes due to 
deficiency of vitamin A in our body. 
Prolonged diminished intake of vitamin 
‘A with diet or defective absorption of 


Dr. G.GANESAN 








vitamin A owing 


to digestive 
isturbances may cause xerophthalmia. 
‘The earliest symptom is night-blindness. 
‘Then the conjunctiva becomes dry and 
lustureless, Some raised, whitish and 
triangular spots called "Bitot's spots” 
‘may appear on the conjunctiva. Finally 
the cornea too may become dry and 
lustureless. Intramuscular injection of 
vitamin A in adequate doses cures the 
disease. Diet containing vitamin A like 
dark green leafy vegetables, fish liver 
oils, carrot, spinach may help to 
prevent it 
@R. Parimala, Karur 
? Thave crooked teeth. Can I have 
‘any modern treatment to correct my 
problem? 
! Yes, You can. Your crooked teeth 
can be corrected through cosmetic 
dentistry. There are some good 
procedures to enhance your personality. 
‘The procedure will take some time as 
it involves multiple sittings. Pain 
associated procedures in dentistry have 
now been considerably eliminated 
Hence, you can go for smile designing 
techniques. Consult an orthodontist. 
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WHAT IS FINGERPRINTING? 


Fingerprinting is a process of 
identification based on the impressions 
made by the ends of the fingers and 
thumbs. These impressions 
consist of patterns formed by the 


ridges that cover the skin of the 
fingertips. Fingerprints provide the 
most reliable method of identification 
because no person's prints are identical 
to those of another individual. Even 


identical twins have different 
fingerprints. In almost all cases, 
fingerprints remain the same 
throughout a person’s lifetime. The 
ridges on the fingertips change only as 


| 


HEFOOL ] 
Be 


PRINTS 


a result of surgery, 
disease, or an accident. 


Fingerprints are often 
used in the investigation 
of crimes. Prints found at 
the scene of a crime may 
help investigators 
identify suspects. 

Fingerprints that 
match those in police 
records serve as strong 
evidence in cour. 

Fingerprinting may 
also help prevent 
crime. For example, 
some banks, military 
bases, and govern- 
ment buildings have 
computers that 

MOP check fingerprints of 
employees before they are admitted 
into certain areas, Fingerprints also 
help identify victims of war and 
other disasters such as fires, 
epidemics and aeroplane crashes. 
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SOME INTERESTING 
INFORMATION... 

+ For the first time in history, 
fingerprints found at the scene of 
murder of two children were used 
to indentify the killer, early in July 

1892, The mother who was the killer 
‘would not confess until confronted by 
the police, with the evidence of the 
bloody fingerprints matching her own! 
4 Jo | % William Hershel a British civil 
servant working in India, started 

collecting and studying the fingerprints. 

HOW ARE FINGERPR| of everyone he knew, He also 

RECORDED? discovered that fingerprints remain the 

Fingerprints are recorded by same throughout a person's lifetime, 
means of a piece of glass or metal, & A. Scottish 
coated with a special ink. The 
fingertips are pressed into the ink 
with a rolling motion from one side 
of the fingernail to the other. The 
inked fingers are then pressed onto 
a white card, producing copy of 
the prints, 

Fingerprints are either visible or 
latent (hidden). Most visible 
fingerprints are made by fingers 
soiled with blood, dirt, or other 
substances. Latent fingerprints are 
made by the perspiration and oils 
that accumulate naturally on the 
fingers. Visible prints can be missionary working in Japan, Dr. 
photographed immediately, but Henry Faulds established the 
latent prints must first be individuality of the fingerprints and 















developed and made visible. that sweat in the fingers leave the 
+P. Praveen Kumar fingerprints as clearly as ink. 

Dear Praveen, * In 1896, Edward Henry, the 

Please send us your residential Inspector General of the Bengal police, 

address at once. Editor in India, perfected the methods of 
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classifying the fingerprint 
Sir Francis Galton, an eminent British 
Scientist. He named it as Galton - 
Henry system and it has been widely 
adopted by several countries. Henry 
divided fingerprint patterns into five 
basic types: Plain arches (A), Tented 
arches (T), Ulnar loops which slope 
towards the little finger (U), Radial 
loops which slope toward the thumb 
(R) and Whorls (W). 

% The human skin consists of two 
layers of tissues. The thick inner layer 











is called ‘corium’ and the thin outer 
membrane is called ‘epi dermis’. In 
cold blooded animals, these two layers 
of skins fitsmoothly one over the other. 
There are no ridges or grooves to make 
patterns, But in human beings these 
layers form ridges which show 
different patterns. 

% The chance of two persons having 
the same pattem in just one fingeris one 
in 24 million! So having the same prints 
on all ten fingers is impossible! 

- K.R. Visalakshi, Coimbatore, 
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Sampras will win in four sets! 
That's all!” said my cousin the other 
day, He got it right in the end. 
‘Sampras and Agassi — what a rich 
history they have. Two of tennis’ great- 
est players. And what about the rival- 
ry between them? Before this US 
Open, they had met 33 times, and Pis- 
tol Pete held the edge, 19-14, and you 
might say he is the greater of the two, 
by a very small margin, But Agassi 
will be the first to tell you there is no 
shame in coming behind the great man, 
jecess in the Grand Slam tourna- 
ments evaded Agassi until 1992 when 
he finally won Wimbledon, beating 
Goran Ivanisevie 
cent five-setter, 







kept rising, and 
just as he was 
about to reach the 


to the lowest depths 
Twas in the magni 

icent year of 1998 that 
Agassi, ranked 125, sud- 
denly won the French 
Open. He even managed 

to reach the Wimbledon 
final two months later, but irr 
ly lost, to guess whom? 


Sampras’ story does not contain 
such exciting drama. He performed 
with phenomenal consistency ever 
since his arrival. He came just a cou- 
ple of years after Agassi did, as a sev- 
enteen-year-old prodigy. He won his 
first Wimbledon in 1993, But, unlike 


“VS 


SPORTS 
‘Agassi, once he reached the peak, he 
stayed there! He won again in 1994, 
1995, 1997, and in 1998, Five out of 
six... Not bad, is it? 








Tn recent years, the two boys have 
become veterans, scarred with experi- 
ence, Players like Safin and Hewitt 
represent the new generation of super- 
stars. According to the script, Sampras 
and Agassi should have quietly yield- 
ed to these youngsters and quit the 
game, ‘The problem is no one gave 
them a copy of the script. So, without 
any concern for logic, they beat 
everyone in their path, and con- 
structed the dream final for US 
Open 2002. 
‘The best serve in the game vs. 
the best return in the game. ‘The 
match lived up to every expec: 
tation, and, fittingly, Sampras 
won the ttle 


AGASS| 


in four sets. After all, he is the better 
player by the slightest of margins. 
- Abhinay Ramnarayan 
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Vinodh worked for a farmer. 








‘After a fow days ~ 






Hard work Vinodh. We 
first plough the field Ke 
real deep, then water 

the crop regularly. 














Tam away for a 








Took good care ot 
it sir! | first plough 
the field real deep 
ind then watered. 
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teacher or my 
friend scolding me. Limmediately burst 
into tears. But I don’t exhibit the same 
behaviour when it comes to my family 
members. What is the reason for my 
strange behaviour? 
+ K.V. Kavya, 

‘Visakhapatnam 

Dear Kavya, 

There is noth- 
ing strange about 
your behaviour, be 
‘assured of that. You 
are so close to your 
Samily members that 
their scolding doesn't 
affect you very much. You 
take them for granted, But 
in the case of your teacher 
and school friends it is dif- 
ferent. You have respect for 
‘your teacher and you want 
toeama good name with 
her as well as your 
friends. Itis a question of 
pride and self esteem. If 
they scold you, your pride is hurt and 
you are unable to bear it. This is quite 
‘@ common feature with many persons. 
The only way t0 overcome your prob- 
lem is to behave in such a manner that 
nobody has any reason to scold you, 

ek 

‘Though I go to bed early I am not 
able to sleep and 1 fin 
difficult to wake up early in the 
mornings. Please give me 
ssome tips. 


+ 








+S. Niranjana, 
Bangalore. 

















Dear Niranjana, 

L think your problem is just lack of 
exercise. If you are physically fit, go 
Sor a brisk walk for 30 - 40 minutes 
every day. If you want your 
exercise to be fun, you can 
Join the football, hockey 
or volley ball team of 
your school and 
practise everyday. 
Good exercise will 























surely give you sound sleep 
immediately on going to bed, You will 
be able to get up early and will also 
feel fresh and active in the early hours 
of the day, 


tk ke 

Dear Grandma, 

When Iam studying I think about a 
‘TV programme or about my friends 
How can I avoid this and concentrate 

‘on what Iam doing? 
+ Shilpa, Mysore. 

Dear Shilpa, 

One thing at a time and 
that done welt is the best way 
10 be healthy, happy and wise, 


GRANDMA WORM 





You have to study, but 
‘you also need o relax. So 
the best way to control a 
wandering mind is to allot 
some time for each of your 
tasks as well as your 
‘favourite pastime. Allot ran 
hour for TV viewing every day 
and one hour on holidays. 
Similarly allot a minimum amount of 
time to chat with friends. Ofcourse you 
have to allot the maximum time 
possible for studies. Time control 
lead 10 mind control in due course, Five 
minutes of deep breathing combined 
with meditation daily, will surely 
strengthen your mind and help you to 
concentrate on whatever you are doing. 
kok 

Thave been good in studies till class 
eight and Iam now in class nine. Thave 
a feeling that I am not going to fair well 


ANSWERS TO GALA CONTEST - 12 
4. William, Cowper 2. ST. 





3. Robert Browning 4. Lord 

5. H.W. Longfellow 6, John Milton 
7. Toru Dutt 8. Rudyard Kipling 9. A.A. 
Milne 10. Lord Macaulay 


in my exams and this makes me 
nervous. Should | take tutions 
like some of my friends? 


~ Shriyanka Nayak 

Dear Shriyanka, 

As you climb up the 
ladder and go to higher 
lasses you are naturally a 

bit nervous. It is a 

common phenomenon, 

One starts wondering if 

the syllabus would be 
tough and lessons 
difficult wo 
understand, But 
once you get 
involved and listen 
to your teacher 
attentively in class you'll find 
that itis not so frightening after all. If 
you have doubts you can always clear 
them with your school teacher or any 
‘elderly person in the family who knows 
the subject. Ifyou still feel say, after six 
‘months, that you will not be able to cope 
up, you can take tution daily for three 
‘months and face your final exams with 
confidence. The most important thing 
is that you should start today, in right 
earnest to study and understand your 
lessons 


























Th 








Love, 
Grandma worm 
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4 BLESSING TO HUMANITY 


lage of Kaladi in Kerala, there lived 

a devout Brahmin couple, Sivaguru 

and Aryamba. Sivaguru was well- 
versed in the Vedas and other sastras. 
They had everything in life, but untortu- 
nately they did not have any child. One 
night Lord Siva appeared betore Sivaguru 
inhis dream and asked him, “Do you de- 
sire a son who will be very learned, pious 


t= hundred years ago, in the vil 








‘and all-knowing, but wil live only for six- 
teen years or do you want a son who will 
lve along if but willbe very ordinary?" 

Sivaguru thought fora while and said, 
“Let me have a pious and intelligent child 
‘even if he will not live long.” 

In due course, Aryamba gave birth to 
‘a son. In memory of Lord Siva he was 
named Sankara, The child was gentle by 
nature, and very intelligent. Sankara’ fa- 
ther passed away when he was only four 
years old. His mother became everything 
to him, She arranged for his Upanayana 
(sacred thread ceremony) at the age of 
five and sent him to the house of a guru 
to study. Sankara’s intellect and 
memory helped him 













master all the sastras within a couple of 
years. 


1 incident occured in Sankara’s life 

which compelled his mother to 

ive him permission to become a 

‘monk. One day mother and son were 
having their bath in the Purna river 
(known as Alwaye at present) as usual 
Suddenly, a crocodile caught hold of 
Sankara’s feet. He was about to be 
dragged down and eaten up. He shouted 
aloud, "I am gone, dear mother. The 
crocodile is dragging me down. Give me 
permission at least now to become a 
‘Sanyasin, The crocodile may release me 
then.” 

Aryamba did not know what todo. She 
thought ‘If Sankara lives even as a 
Sanyasin, | can see him now and then. if 
he dies, even that will not be possible? So 
she permitted him to became a Sanyasin, 
‘Sankara uttered the prescribed mantra 
and took the vow of Sanyasa. At once the 
crocodile released him and disappeared 
in the water. Itis said that the crocodile, 
was a Gandhara, under Brahma’s curse. 
He regained his form and went back to 


his world, singing the praise of 

Sankara, 

Sankara swam back to the 

bank to the great joy of his 
mother. But he did not re- 
turn home. Instead, he as- 
sured Aryamba that he 
would come to her in her 
last days and perform her 


A funeral rites tke a dutiful 


son, 


Sankara, The Brahmin challenged 
Sankara, to a debate on the 
Brahmasutras, Sankara had written 

a commentary on this spiritual text. The 
debate was getting hotter and hotter, Nei- 
ther was ready to accept defeat, Sankara's 
disciple Padmapada soon realised that the 
old man was none other than Vedawyasa 
himself, the author of the Brahmasutras, 
in the guise of an old man. He at once 
remarked, “Sankara is Lord Siva incar- 
nate and Vyasa is Lord Narayana himselt.” 
Hearing these words, Sankara stopped 
the debate and fell atthe old man’s feet. 
‘Vyasa blessed him heartily and said, "You 
are destined to live only for sixteen years, 
But by the grace of god, | bless you to 
live for another sixteen years to spread 
the message of the Vedas everywhere.” 


Q: day an old Brahmin came to 





twas during his stay at Sringeri, that 
‘one day Sri Sankara had a vision that 
\ his mother was nearing her end. 
Leaving his disciples behind, Sri 
‘Sankara went to Kaladi, accompanied 
only by Padmapada. The mother was ex- 
tremely happy to see her son. She spoke 
softly, “O my son! Sing the glory of God 
and reveal him to me.” Thereupof Sri 
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Sankara sang a hymn on Lord Vishnu. His 
mother could see the form of Lord 
Vishnu, appearing in front of her. She 
breathed her last peacefully, thinking of 
god. 

It was then that a problem arose. 
Sankara had promised his mother that he 
would perform her last rites. But accord 
ing to the scriptures, a Sanyasin could 
‘not do s0, So the local people got angry 
and refused to help Sankara, Sankara did 
‘not lose heart. He made a funeral pyre in 
the compound of the house with some 
dry wood. He generated fire by his, yogic 
power and performed the cremation. 


ashmir is one of the important 
places of worship. It is said, 
mother Sarada is ever present 
there. In that region there is a 
temple with four gates dedicated to 
‘Sarada. Within is the throne of supreme 
knowledge. As only an all-knowing per- 
son can occupy the throne, the entrance 
toitwillnot be open to others. On hear- 
ing about the throne, Sri Sankara jour- 
neyed tothe temple of Mother Sarada in 
Kashmir, Sankara was stopped at the 
southern gate by scholars who wanted 
to put his knowledge to test. 

Sankara satistied and silenced every- 
one. They opened the entrance and 
Sankara entered with Padmapada. When 
he was about to sit on the throne 
of supreme knowledge, 
there came the 
voice of 
Goddes 
Saraswathi. 
“That you are “f 
all knowing is 
an accepted 


fact. Butto ascend the throne, one should 
not only be all knowing, but also abso- 
lutely pure in lite.” 

To this Sankara replied, “From birth, | 
have committed no sin and | am pure.” 
The mother was satisfied and Sankara 
ascended the throne. 

In the thirty - second year of his life, 
‘Sankara went to the temple of Kedar, the 
‘holy land of Lord Siva. The cold was in- 
tense. His disciples were notable to bear it. 
‘Sri Sankara, meditated on Lord Siva, for 
reli. The Lord appeared and in answer to 
his prayers, out from the footsteps of the 
Lord, came a spring of hot water. 

The Rishis and Devas headed by 
Brahma descended to lead this incarna- 
tion of Siva back to Sivaloka. Sri Sankara, 
whose life isa blessing to humanity, re- 
turned to the Divine Abode. The divine 
spark merged with the divine flame, 

Namitha B.R. Std IX, 
‘ri Vani Girls’ HS, Bangalore. 
‘elerence : The story of Sankaracharya 
















THYMUS, AZTEC AND THE GODDESS 


‘Nustrtion: Lalitha Story = S. Sridhar, Sic. IX, PS Senior Secondary School, Chenna 

“Thymus, a poor wood-cutter, receives a magic bowl from the Goddess 
of a forest. Aztec his neighbour is jealous of him. Aztec meets the 
Goddess and asks for a bowl, but is refused one. He has enough in life 
says the Goddess. Enraged and furious, Aztec gets ready to set the forest 


ablaze. Then. 


Stop! Don’t set fire! You too 
shall receive a bowl. 


EL g Firsts, the bowl isa 


yours, in exchange for 


[whatever you possess now, 


No problem, I can always have 
them back once I get the bowl. 





pa seid 


Go on (ell me, What 
are your conditions? 





‘Secondly, nothing you 
wish for should be a 
product of nature... 


IL am going to have the bowl, Why 


would I touch any of these trees! 
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Back at home - 


Just bring me some 
money. I'll get what 
TL want 


How can 1? 
Paper und 


‘Oh! Goddess! Have mercy 
and forgive me. I've learnt 
my lesson. 
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|Get me some rice| | some fried 


T'llsettle for 


chicken then. 


No way! 
Chicks are 


‘Ob! Shut up and get me some 


water. Lam dying of thirst, 


Forgive me, Nothing 
from nature. 





inow. You shalll have 
your old life back. 





Aztec learnt the importance of 
(forests. When will the world learn to 
{save natural wealth? 


















% Gokulam is 
colourful with appropriate illustrations 
and a good layout. There is a lot of 
variety in content - only the table of 
‘contents inthe first page is incomplete 
in many issues. Maybe, articles and 
stories from Indian children living 
abroad can be included. 
+ Tarun, Atlanta, USA 

Dear Tarun, 

Why don’t you send in your articles 
10 us. Please note our email address 
given on the contents page. 
- Editor 


© T have been reading Gokulam 
since 1999 and have not missed even a 
‘single issue. All the serials that have 
been published so far have been 
excellent. The present one ‘A Holiday 

‘Adventure’ is thrilling and excellent. 
+R. Sai Vidya, Chennai 


5 Please tell me, for what kind of 
contributions are participation 
certificates issued? 

+S. Ki 








Tirunelveli 


Dear Kalyani, 
Participation certifi- 
cates are issued for all 
‘creative’ contributions. 
Sections like grandma 
worm, hello doctor, 
penpals, do not belong 
to that category and 
hhence do not qualify 
fora PC. 
- Editor 


1 Lused to tell my friends not to 
‘watch violent programmes on‘T.V, Now 
Tan show them the article ‘Say No to 
violence’ that appeared in the Editor's 
page of September 2002 issue. The 
story ‘Biter Bitten’ was interesting. 
+ Sameeha Jhan Junaid 
Colombo, Srilanka 


(Lam an avid reader of Gokulam 
and have been enjoying reading it for 
the past nine years. 1 wish to bring to 
your kind notice that some articles that 
‘appear are copied from other sources, 
Thope my favourite magazine will ake 
care ofthis aspect. 

- Nandini Swaminathan: 


Dear Contributors, 

It is not very pleasant to receive 
letters like the one above. We do ask 
‘for a declaration from you, that the 
article you send is your original 
creation. What more can we do? Our 
aim isto encourage you to write not 10 
copy. Please do not indulge in such 
practices. If your article or story is 
based on any published material 
‘mention the source. Rae 
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THE PARENT PAGE 


Dear Editor, 
We are very glad 
to receive 
Gokulam in 
Australia. We 
come to know 
many things 
about India 
through your 
magazine. 
+ Mythili 
Arunachalam, 
Australia 


The enjoyment 
of reading 
Gokulam and the 
thrill of seeing 
my story in print, 
(especially since 
it reaches the 
tiny hands and 
thoughtful minds 
of children) 
drives me to 
write more and 
more for 





LETTERS 
and INCIDENTS 


‘A lesson in kindheartedness 

This happened during a weekend shopping. it was 
late, and we were in a hurry to get back home for 
dinner. A flower vendor (an elderly woman) stapped 
us and asked us to buy some flowers. Exhausted due 
to sultry weather, and in an urgency to get back home, 
| dectined and walked off stating | had purchased all 
that | needed. Nivedita, my young daughter who was 
walking alongside remarked, “amma, you've got to help 
old people. Give her some money at least.” 

So, | walked back to the woman, got a few strands 
of flowers, not failing to mention that it was at the 
insistence of the youngster | had returned. The smile 
‘on the toothless face will not be forgotten for a long 
time to come. 

Children too are sensitive to things around them, 
and compassion to humanity s among the noble traits 
that one should 








possess, 
~ Hema Ravi, 











Chennai 


Hanuman and 
my son 

| would like to 
narrate an incident. 
Myson was then four 
years old. He lived 
with my parents in 
Madras while | lived 
with my husband in 

















Rajasthan - this arrangement because 
of my son's acute allergy to dust. 
However, since my husband was unable 
to get a transfer to Madras, we decided 
to bring our son to where we lived. 

My son began to miss his grand 
parents and insisted that we take him 
back to Madras. Everyday he would cry 
to go to Madras. This went on for a 


few weeks. 

One day, my husband's office assis- 
tant came home. His name was 
Hanuman. My son did not get to meet 
him but heard his name being men- 
tioned several times after he had left. 

That night, the little boy asked to be 
taken to meet Hanuman the next morn- 
ing. Surprised, l asked him for the reason. 

Prompt came the reply. “Hanuman 
can carry me on his back and take me 
to Madras. He can fly from here and 
reach there in no time.” 

Obviously he had related to the story 
of Ramayana which my mother had told 
him! 

We could not control our laughter. 
Lengthy explanations followed 
thereafter. It was not an easy task to 
convince him, 

~ Sumathi Sundar, Saudi Arabia 
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Why does popcorn pop? 

Each kernel of popcorn is covered with a tough 
‘outer coat. Popcorn needs heat to pop. When the 
kemel is heated, the moisture inside it turns into steam. 
The starch contained in the kernel becomes soft 
allowing the moisture to vapourise, The steam builds 
up great pressure until at one time, the skin bursts. 
‘The kernel actually turns inside out, puffing and 
Popping. 

Popcorn is made from corn alright, It is only the 
popcom variety of com that will pop! Popcorn is really 
‘one among the six kinds of corn, 

History 

When Cristopher Columbus landed on the islands 
of Cuba in 1492, he may not have realised that the 












‘some sort of grain’ that his men 
sighted, would prove far more valuable 
than the spices or gold that he hoped 
tofind, He never would have imagined 
then, that the plant would have had a 
history that dated back to more than 
8000 years! Little would he have 
thought that this crop would 
categorically affect land use, food 
production and food habits around the 
world, For, today, com is one of the six 
‘grain’ plants of the world and one 
among the four most important crops 
of the world - in productivity, 
‘consumption and wide usage 

‘Com was grown in plenty in the 
Americas even before the early 
explorers arrived there. The com grown 
by the natives then was very similar to 








PARTS OF THE 


CORN PLANT wo 


GROWTH 
OF THE CORN 
PLANT 


10208, 










the com of today. Com not only served 
‘staple diet but was also an important 
part of the religious life of the people; 
uused even as decoration for the many 
ceremonies celebrated and worn on 
necklaces and headgears. Among early 
Americans, corn was also used instead 
of money, during trade. 





Maize and corn 
‘The island that columbus visited, 
was inhabited by the Tahino people. In 
their language, their staple crop was 
“mahis' that meant ‘source of life’. The 





PODCORN POPCORN FLINT CORN DENT CORN 





























Spanish pro- 
pogated this 
name when 
ever and 
wherever 
they spoke 
about this 
lant. ‘Map, 
his’ became, 


‘maize’ in 


SOFT or 
FLOUR CORN 


‘SWEET CORN 





English and ‘maiz’ in Spanish. 
“Com isa word more generic in use, 
referring to the seed of an edible grass. 
The word ‘corn’ can be traced to 
word of Indoeuropean origin *grn’ 
(although nobody is absolutely certain 
about this) that meant ‘Tittle nugget’. 
The two words may thus have 
different origins but today, they refer 
to the same plant, 


‘The plant 
Corn is a tall, sturdy and unusual 
grass that grows anywhere between 
three toten feet or more in height. The 
stemis thick and jointed much like the 
bamboo and is supported by a strong 
root system which has many branches. 
At every joint of the 
stem, a single, long, 
sword-like leaf 
curves gracefully 
outward and bends 
gently downward 
‘ending ina tip. A sheath is 
formed at the broad base of the leaf 
from where the ears of corn spring. 
‘There may be one or more such ears 
inevery plant. These ears contain the 
‘comcob and are covered in a wrapping 
of special leaves or husks. Each kernel 
in the cob has a silky thread running 


from it, up the row and sticking out of 


the husk at the tip of the ear. This is 
called com silk. 


What do we get from corn? 
Corn is unquestionably a very 
impértant part of our life today. The 


tiny, humble kemel of com finds its way 


into several edible and inedible 











products. Modern science has found 
several new ways of using it - food 
products from the 

starch, animal 

food from the 
hull and oils from 
the germ. By 
products of corn 








are also used in several industries. 
~ ‘BUD’. 
Cover illustration : Jeyaraj 
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